KUKKIVA MAA
"FLOWERING EARTH”

Instrumentation: Vocal ensemble — soprano, mezzo-soprano, alto, tenor, baritone, and bass
Premiere: Ensemble Valve, Naantali Church, Finland

Duration: ca.4'30"

This piece is about casting away the fear of death. The singers carry a message of defiance:
although death is coming, we will refuse fear and live with joy until the last possible moment.

When I was 15, this poem was of great help to me in navigating that fear for the first time.

Kukkiva maa
(kirjasta Kaukainen puutarha: 1924)

Maa kuohuu syreenien sinipunaisia terttuja.
pihlajain valkeata kukkaharmaa.
tervakkojen punaisia tahtisikermia.

Sinisia, keltaisia, valkeita kukkia

lainehtivat niityt mielettémind merina.

Ja tuoksual

Ihanampaa kuin pyha suitsutus!

Kuumaa ja varisevaa ja hulluksijuovuttavaa,
pakanallista maan ihon tuoksual

Elag, elda, elaal

Ela& raivokkaasti elaman korkea hetki,
teralehdet aarimmilleen auenneina,
elda ihanasti kukkien.

tuoksustansa, auringosta hourien —
huumaavasti, taytelaasti elaa!

Mita siita, ettd kuolema tulee!

Mita siitd, ettd monivarinen ihanuus
varisee kuihtuneena maahan.
Onhan kukittu kerta!

On paistanut aurinko,

taivaan suuri ja polttava rakkaus,
suoraan kukkasydamiin,
olemusten varisevadn pohjaan asti!

Katri Vala (1901-1944)
suomalainen runoilija, suomentaja ja opettaja

Flowering Earth
(from the hook A Distant Garden: 1924)

The earth is foaming with purple-violet clusters.
white hoar of the rowan flowers,

starry hatches of red catchfly.

Blue, yellow, white flowers

turning the meadows into amazing seas.

And the smell!

More wonderful than sacred incense!

Hot and shivering and crazy,

the pagan fragrance of the earth’s skin!

To live, to live, to live!

To live frantically the high moment of life,
petals wide open in the air,

to live beautifully and flower.

Delirous of its scent, of the sun —
intoxicating, full of life!

What thereof that death is coming!

What thereof that this multicolored glamor
will drop faded to the ground.

After all, we bloomed once!

The sun has shined,

a great and burning love of the sky,
directly into the flower hearts,

down to the dull ground of all beings!

Katri Vala (1901-1944)
Finnish poet, translator and teacher
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For the Vocal Ensemble "Valve"
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