Empathy

Instrumentation: Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Horn, Bassoon, Piano
Premiere: Festival Ensemble, Crusell Music Festival, Finland

Duration: ca.7-8 minutes

This piece 1s about empathy and the struggle to truly understand
one another, an important theme 1n today’s world.

It opens with a quiet, clear thought, before crashing into disarray
as each instrument pursues its own melody, giving no thought or
space to the others. Then, out of the ruins, a single melody
emerges. Gradually, the other instruments rejoin it, but this time,
they listen to each other. The piece closes as the melody grows
grandiose, carried by all voices working together.

Each instrument 1s given a solo. In the end, everyone gets their
small space to be heard before the finale.
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